
Jenni Gallagher
Coordinator for General Education

jennigal@vt.edu
540-231-1690

pathways.prov.vt.edu



What have 
you heard 

from 
students 

about 
Pathways?



“Why do I have to take this stuff?”
1. Provides a complement to the deep disciplinary dive of 

your major(s).

2. Provides the opportunity to make sense of the world from 
multiple perspectives, fields, and with various tools.

3. Offers an opportunity to consider world issues alongside 
students from different backgrounds, majors, and 
perspectives.

4. Provides the foundation for an informed citizenry in a 
strong democracy.

5. Allows you to discover academic passions and interests.

6. Builds the skills and knowledge you’ll need to be 
successful in your career.



Source: https://www.naceweb.org/career-readiness/competencies/career-readiness-defined

National Association of Colleges and Employers



Source: Finley, A. (2021). How College Contributes to Workforce Success: Employer Views on What Matters Most. Association of 
American Colleges and Universities.



Reasoning in the 
Social Sciences

Source: Finley, A. (2021). How College Contributes to Workforce Success: Employer Views on What Matters Most. Association of American 
Colleges and Universities.



Ethical Reasoning

Intercultural and 
Global Awareness

Source: Finley, A. (2021). How College Contributes to Workforce Success: Employer Views on What Matters Most. Association of American 
Colleges and Universities.



The Pathways General Education Curriculum

S

Students 
complete 
45 credit 

hours 
across 7 

core 
concepts.

Each Pathways course also 
integrates one (or both) of 

these concepts

Can be 
double-
counted 
with one 

other core 
concept



Pathways Minors



Just like a normal minor, but also…

• Is a cross-disciplinary program that 
fulfills at least three core concepts and 
both integrative concepts

• Has three levels: introductory, mid-
level, and a capstone experience

• Fulfills a minimum of nine Pathways 
credits

S



Students EnrolledMinors
30 1100+

S



Data and Decisions (DTDC) Minor

S

As tomorrow’s doctors, lawyers, politicians, industrial leaders, patients, parents, and 
citizens, you will make important decisions that will impact both yourself and society. Data 
serve as an important resource for gathering “objective” information and evaluating risk (or 
lack thereof) from multiple perspectives. The DTDC minor helps students develop skills to 
think critically and use data responsibly to formulate sound and ethical judgements.

84 students currently enrolled 
from 8 colleges and 29 majors



Adaptive Brain and Behavior (ABB) Minor

S

In addition to meeting Pathways requirements, students completing the ABB minor benefit from 
1) having a multidisciplinary perspective on factors that impact health, well-being and 
resilience, and 2) gaining  a deeper understanding of the neurological underpinnings of 
thoughts, beliefs, behaviors, and social influences.

195 students currently enrolled 
from 7 colleges and 29 majors



Why should students take a Pathways minor?
• It shows up on their transcript.

• It allows them to go deeper into a topic that complements (or goes beyond) 
their major

• It allows them to take classes alongside students from dozens of different 
majors.

• It can open the door to courses them may not be able to access otherwise 
(e.g., Studio Arts for Non-Majors)

• It can set them apart from the pool in a job search or grad school application
S



Minor Showcase Pages

https://www.pathways.prov.vt.edu/minors/showcase.html



Major/Minor Maps

https://www.pathways.prov.vt.edu/minors/about-minors.html



Pathways and Study Abroad



https://www.pathways.prov.vt.edu/students-and-advisors/study-abroad.html



Global One Health and Social Justice in 
Southern Africa (Botswana & Mozambique)

S

Spend six weeks 
located across from 
the world-famous 
Chobe National Park, 
studying the 
country’s diverse 
wildlife and 
approaches to 
wildlife management 
and conservation!



Pathways for Transfer Students



Shttps://www.pathways.prov.vt.edu/students-and-advisors/transfer-students.html



Shttps://www.pathways.prov.vt.edu/students-and-advisors/students-advisors-forms.html



https://www.pathways.prov.vt.edu/
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